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Who are we?

Around a core of people visiting the Atlantic Wall for over 20 years, some informal team
has been formed.
We’re all amateurs, in the sense that we have an attraction for the research on the Wall.
While seriously devoted, none of us are professional, ie we do not draw any income (it
would rather the opposite).

Why as Pdf – file ?

This is the only way we can make our research reactive, and make others to join us, or
help us to add what’s missed and making an update starting from the new findings in
the field and in the archives.
All photographs used in this article are property of Belfra, otherwise their origin is
indicated, documents from the archives, likewise.

We only want to improve. Therefore we appeal to other fans! Join us on the forum.

“Le Mur de l’Atlantique”
http://lemurdelatlantique.lebonforumcom

The 58c is mentioned in the document the "Richtlinien über den Bau von Ringstanden."
for the first time May 22, 1943.
We found several IC numbers (building instructions) of the 58c Tobrouk, but not the number of a Zeichnung (drawing)
The instructions are the following :
IC 141 (Schalungsplan : formwork)
IC 142 (Bewehrungsplan : metal fittings)
IC 144 (Übersichtsplan : overview plan)
IC 179 (Bauanweisung : construction guidelines)
IC 178 (Eisenliste : rebar numbers)
Thus we see that there are different IC numbers used for the same Tobrouk 58c, so we must pay attention to the
name IC

From May 22nd 1943 on, the construction of its predecessor (the VF8) stopped and the construction of the 58c started.

We have an exceptionally plan of the 58c, dating from the 10th of September 1942. This is a project in order to get
approval of its construction, and it has no official designation yet, except the name of Ringstand für MG
Panzerbüchse und Beobachter or Tobrukstand in Stampfbeton ( stamped concrete )
The thickness is 60 cm and it has a connection for phone and / or electricity. No heating and already at this early
date, we see the small 7 cm. collar:

During field surveys, we saw that there already differences in the early versions:
Firstly, the passage to the combat room can vary from 60 up to 80 cm.
In the 1st, 7th and 15th Army area (AOK) and the Netherlands (WBN), we found copies of the 58c with a 60 cm wide
passage, but it is relatively rare. Other characteristics do not change, and in this first series, it still has a 140 cm large
room (just like the VF 8).
This involves reducing the passage for the wall that makes an angle within 45 cm. (This then leads to an offset of
the exterior wall with through characteristic to maintain the external protection of 40 cm).

In this German document is clearly stated that the width of the passage may vary between 60 and 80 cm.

Picture of a 60 cm. wide passage :

If we now turn to the first German drawing of a 58c, we see that the stove is provided, that the height of the
chamber is 190 cm , and last but not least, that it has a narrow collar (max. 5-7 cm).
The enlargement of the rear part (small wall from 30 cm to 45 cm) allows the storage of a bigger supply of
ammunition as a Bf 58c (and 58d), it is planned:
•

for a MG 40 000 à 50 000 bullets

•

for a Granatwerfer (Mortar) 720 grenades in 72 boxes ….

The back room has been made larger, because it is otherwise impossible to store such a large supply of
ammunition inside the Vf 8.

The document :

During field surveys we often find these characteristics of the rear part, but other differences are also noticeable, a
change was made:
•

There are plenty of 58c with a high door, wide collar (between 17 cm and 25 cm),
on this type, the stove duct is mostly absent.

The other variant is a 58c with a low door, but with wide collar, and the presence of a duct for the stove.

The photo shows a low door, a duct for the stove, it even has a wooden door
So if we have a 58c with high door, this is an early version, essentially a transition between the Vf 8 and the 58c, this
also applies to the collar: the first version 58c is adorned with a wide collar but its development will have its width
shrunk.

Drawing of a collar, new style:

This pictures shows the latest version, the size of the collar is 7 cm..

Below a picture of a recent collar :

These are two images of the single Tobrouk in StP Pointe du Hoc, it is a recent model 58c
(low door, narrow collar).

As we told earlier, there’s a larger space of at least 45 cm. next to the passage, (contrary to the Vf 8, where we only
have 30 cm). This results in a bigger storage capacity for ammunition:

In addition, an L shaped entrance (left or right) can be constructed, but usually only for the 58c type with its high gate:
in order to provide greater protection for the vulnerable high door against enemy fire. On this construction the entry
was casted at the same time as the actual bloc (monobloc).
If the Tobrouk has a low door, it means that it was built later, in this case the L shaped entry is not integrated into the
construction, it is added later to the Tobrouk

Regarding the stove, we unfortunately found no photos showing us that it actually was fitted into a Tobrouk.
A drawing of R. Jurga shows one of the types that might have been used:

On the photo below, we can clearly see the duct for the stove above the door :

L'évolution du Tobrouk porte donc principalement sur la pièce arrière et la porte d'entrée.
The main evolution of the Tobrouk is thus mainly situated at the height of the door and the back room.
First, its height increased from 120 up to 190 cm, it’s width from 140 up to 155 cm. Regarding the door, its height
has been increased from 120 to 190 cm, than afterwards it was decreased back to 120 cm. in order to give better
protection against shrapnel and bombs.
The only change made to the combat space was to reduce the width of the outer collar from 25 to 7 cm. The reason
for this decision stays unknown to us. Perhaps for reasons of simplification (shuttering). We made this objection
because we found prefabricated collars, which made construction easier and thus faster.

There are some exemplars to be found in the 1st Army (AOK 1) and the 7th army (AOK 7) area , but so far we didn’t
found anything in the 15th army area (AOK 15), other exemplars were discovered in the Netherlands.
Along the AW there are other variations which we will discuss later in separate articles.

One thing we can already add on is that on rocky underground, the thickness sometimes was reduced from 40 cm
to 15 cm. Here under a German plan of this construction on rocky terrain:

All drawings are made from measurements taken by the group.

All documents used in this article are from the Bundesarchiv Freiburg
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